
Fr. Benjamin Sunder. MSFS 

Fr Benjamin  

I was born in May 1983 and was baptised at St. Mary’s 

Church, Kadapakkam, in the Chingleput Diocese in 

India. As the fourth of five children to Mr. Mariya Susai 

and Vanathammal, my early years were profoundly 

influenced by my Father, who gave up a Government 

career as a Health Inspector to serve as a Catechist to 

work for God and to save souls, deeply influencing all 

my siblings and myself. This life change inspired all but 

his eldest son to pursue religious vocations, with two of 

his daughters joining the St. Joseph of Cluny order, 

and myself answering the call to Priesthood in the 

Order of Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales. 

 

My educational journey began at St. Joseph Primary 

School, Koothavakam, where even as a third grader, I 

took on responsibilities in the Parish to ring the bell for 

the Angelus and preparing for Holy Mass. Being the son 

of a Catechist, I came first at Diocesan level in my 

Catechism exams. I was often seen as a 'little priest' by 

my teachers so becoming a priest was a natural choice 

for me. After completing my higher secondary 

education at St. Ann’s Higher Secondary School, 

Tindivanam, I embarked on my formation with the 

Missionaries of St. Francis de Sales, advancing through 

minor seminary in Pudukottai, novitiate in 

Vizhagapattinam, Philosophy in Bangaluru and 

theological studies in Eluru, culminating in my 

ordination in 2011 at St. Joseph Church, 



Acharapakkam, Tamil Nadu after twelve years of 

training. 

 

My journey to the Priesthood has been rich and varied, 

serving initially as an Assistant Priest in St. Francis de 

Sales Church, Pudukkottai, later working at SFS ITI, 

then taking on roles such as Director of SFS Press after 

completing studies in Press and an MBA. Later, I 

became a Pastor in-Charge at Panampatti and St. Ann’s 

convent then became a Superior and director SFS Press 

and SFS ITI, before being designated to the English 

Province in 2023. 

 

Entrusting my UK life and Mission to the care of Our 

Mother Mary, I came to the UK. To my surprise, I was 

appointed to St. Mary’s Church, Derby, and now to the 

High Peak including St Marys and the Annunciation 

indicating Our Mother Mary’s intervention and care. 

 

As for hobbies, I played football for my school team 

and played basketball in my college team and was a 

champion in 100 m., 200 m. and long jump. In the UK, 

I have begun to play badminton. 

 

My journey in the Priesthood has been one of profound 

joy, fulfilling and meaningful. 

 


